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John Grainger was a gifted architect and civil engineer whose legacy is many heritage 
buildings and bridges in South Australia, Western Australia, Queensland, New Zealand and 
Victoria. His works included the Albert Bridge in Adelaide, the Prince’s Bridge in Melbourne, 
the Swing Bridge over the Latrobe River near Sale, the Fremantle Town Hall and the 
Auckland Municipal Offices. 

Born in 1854 in Westminster, London, Grainger started his engineering training when he 
was fifteen in the office of W.E. Wilson, Dean’s Yard, Westminster. He studied architecture 
under I.J. Eden and W.K. Green of Westminster. 

In 1877, at the age of 23, he migrated to South Australia and started a drafting position with 
the South Australian Public Works Department. His private practice very quickly dominated 
his career. He resigned in mid-1878 after winning the design competition for the Albert 
Street Bridge, in Adelaide, which he codesigned with Henry Worsley. As a member of the 
firm Grainger and D’Ebro he won the design competition for the Sale Swing Bridge in 1879. 
The partnership, with Charles D’Ebro, also won the design competition for the Prince’s 
Bridge in Melbourne in 1879. 

In 1880, he moved to Melbourne to finalise the design of these bridges and to design 
prominent buildings such as the Masonic Hall and George’s Building, both in Collins Street. 
Other buildings designed were the State Savings Bank in Elizabeth Street and the 
Administrative Offices at the Melbourne Town Hall. 

In 1897 he was appointed to the role of Principal Architect with the Western Australian 
Public Works Department and designed many buildings including the Government House 
Ballroom, the Supreme Court, the Perth Art Gallery, Parliament House, Perth Central Police 
Courts and the Warden’s Court in Coolgardie. Whilst working in Western Australia, he won 
two gold medals for his exhibits at the Paris Exhibition of 1900. 

John resigned from the Western Australian position due to ill health in 1905. After a trip to 
Europe to improve his health, he returned to work in Melbourne in 1906. 

He went on to be involved in the design and construction of 14 bridges in his career, as well 
as water supply and irrigation schemes.  

John had married Rose Aldridge in October 1880, at Adelaide and they had one son, the 
prominent musician and composer Percy Aldridge Grainger. 

Ill health plagued John in the latter stages of his life and combined with poor investments he 
died a pauper, at Kew, Melbourne, on  April 13, 1917, aged 62.  

For a detailed biography, please refer to the proceedings of the 3rd Australasian Engineering 
Heritage Conference 2009 through the link:  

John Harry Grainger, Engineer and Architect. (architecture.com.au) 

(By Chris Fitzhardinge) 

https://wp.architecture.com.au/news-media/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2018/02/grainger-john-harry.pdf
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Engineering Heritage Australia Awards 2024 
 
Engineering Heritage Australia maintains two awards, these are: 
John Monash Medal – a career achievement award; and 
Colin Crisp Award – separate awards for ‘conservation’ and ‘documentation’ projects. 
 
Invitations for nominations for both awards are now open. 
 
Nomination information for the John Monash Medal was included in the recent Engineers 
Australia Excellence Awards advertising while the Colin Crisp Award advertising will be 
included in the Australasian Engineering Heritage Conference (AEHC2024) advertising.  
Engineers Australia webpages advertising the Adelaide Conference is expected shortly.  The 
Colin Crisp Awards will be announced and presented at the conference dinner in Adelaide 
on 24 October. 
 
If interested in submitting a nomination for either of these awards, additional information is 
available from the EHA Website at 
https://heritage.engineersaustralia.org.au/wiki/Main_Page. 
 
Nominations for both awards close on 2 July 
 
More information on the John Monash Medal and the Colin Crisp Award, including lists of 
previous recipients, is available on the EHA website at 
https://heritage.engineersaustralia.org.au/wiki/Awards (from main menu, select 
Engineering Heritage/Awards) 
 
(From Dick Baird – EHA) 
 

              
 

https://heritage.engineersaustralia.org.au/wiki/Main_Page
https://heritage.engineersaustralia.org.au/wiki/Awards
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Australasian Engineering Heritage Conference 2024 (AEHC2024) 
 
This year’s Conference will be held in the Engineers Australia offices in Adelaide on 24-25 
October 2024.  The gala dinner on Thursday 24th will be held in the iconic General Post 
Office which is currently being refurbished as the Adelaide Marriott.  The conference 
committee led by Mario Macri with support from the South Australian Branch is well 
advanced with budget, sponsorship, speaker program and Friday afternoon tours.  
Conference advertising is scheduled to commence on 1 May, which is also when the call for 
abstracts opens.  The abstract submission deadline is 14 June. 
 
(By Mike Taylor– EHA) 
 

Heritage Engineering Course - Implementation of Heritage Engineering 
Solutions 
 
This course will introduce engineers and other professionals to heritage materials and 
construction methods, including the ways in which heritage materials deteriorate, and 
processes for conserving them.  The course is a professional development course co-
designed by Engineering Heritage Australia and the University of Canberra. 
 
Successful completion of this course along with the Introduction to Engineering Heritage 
course will allow qualified engineers to be eligible to be accredited as Heritage Engineers 
and listed in the EA National Engineering Register in Heritage and Conservation Engineering. 
 
The course is now open for enrolment on the University of Canberra website 
at https://www.canberra.edu.au/discover-fad/introduction-to-heritage-engineering-
solutions-sydney. 
 
The course includes self-paced study from 1 June and an onsite workshop from 9-10 July at 
Cockatoo Island (Sydney).  More detail including descriptions of the topics covered and 
information on the presenters/facilitators will be available shortly via Engineers Australia 
communications. 
 
NOTE - This course is a complementary course to the Introduction to Engineering Heritage 
short course also offered by UC. However, it is not a prerequisite for this course and either 
one can be completed first. 
 
(From Neil Hogg) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.canberra.edu.au/discover-fad/introduction-to-heritage-engineering-solutions-sydney
https://www.canberra.edu.au/discover-fad/introduction-to-heritage-engineering-solutions-sydney
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Letter of support from EA/EHS for the proposed heritage listing of the 
Powerhouse Museum Complex on the State Heritage Register (SHR) 
 
Find attached to this bulletin,  a letter of support from EA/EHS for the proposed heritage 
listing of the Powerhouse Museum Complex (being an extension to the Ultimo Power 
House, State Heritage Register item 02045) on the State Heritage Register (SHR). 
 
(By Eamonn Madden – EHS) 
 
 

Australian Army Museum of Military Engineering (AAMME) First Bulletin 
04/2024 
 
Find attached to this bulletin, the April edition of the  AAMME Bulletin for 2024. 
 
(From Bill Phippen- EHS) 
 
Contributions needed 
Readers are invited to share news, bright ideas, issues of concern, advice about online talks – 

anything that would be of interest and helpful to others, by sending them to editor Firas 

Shawash at fshawash@yahoo.com  for inclusion in the next Bulletin - more Australia-wide 

content would be appreciated. 

 

 

This Engineering Heritage Australia Bulletin is published by Engineers Australia’s 
National Committee for Engineering Heritage.  Statements made or opinions expressed 

in the Bulletin are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
Engineers Australia. 

mailto:fshawash@yahoo.com
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